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Bid Bulletin No. 2 
 

UNIFIED THREAT MANAGEMENT (UTM) FIREWALL LICENSE RENEWAL 
 
 

 
A. With reference to the queries during the pre-bid conference and the written clarification/s 

received until February 26, 2026 please be guided of the following: 
 

1.  

 

Answer: As a clarification, the Secretary’s Certificate shall be the basis for the Authorized 
Signatory of all bid documents. Authorized representative would only mean said 
individuals are authorized to attend to various procurement activities. 

2. 

 

Answer:  The award of the contract is based on the Lowest Calculated Responsive Bid 
(LCRB), not merely the Lowest Calculated Bid (LCB).  The BAC verifies, validates, and 
ascertains all legal, technical, and financial requirements. 
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3. 

 

Answer: Answer: ITB Clause 17.1 is applicable if procurement is in a per Lot basis. 

4.  

 

Answer:  

1) The existing appliance is a Sophos XGS6500. For security reasons and to protect 
Critical Information Infrastructure, the specific Serial Number will be disclosed 
only to the winning bidder. 

2) The requirement is for license renewal for a period of three (3) years. The 
contractor is also responsible for the HW maintenance and support during 
subscription. 

3) Firmware upgrade as part of the implementation 
4) Renewal must cover the full protection subscription which includes: Network 

Protection, Web Protection, Webserver Protection, Zero-Day Protection, DNS 
Protection, Enhanced Plus Support, and HA Active-Passive Sync 

5) The winning bidder is expected to perform a comprehensive review of existing 
hardware and software versions during the implementation to ensure the system 
is updated to the latest version. 

5.  
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Answer: 

 6) The requirement is for a three (3) year license renewal/subscription 

7) Subscription renewal must include: Network Protection, Web Protection, Webserver 
Protection, Zero-Day Protection, DNS Protection, Enhanced Plus Support, and HA Active-
Passive Sync 

8) ATP/Sandboxing already fulfilled under Zero-day protection and Network Protection 
subscription 

6.  

 

Answer: Since this procurement is strictly for the license renewal of existing appliances 
(Sophos XGS 6500) specific internet bandwidth, user counts and session metrics are not 
being provided as new baseline requirements. The project intends to maintain the 
current security posture and operational capabilities of the existing infrastructure. 

7.   

 

Answer: As this project is for the renewal of existing licenses , the SBMA will not provide 
specific counts for VPN tunnels, remote users, or internal directory integration details at 
this stage. The winning bidder is required to conduct a review of the existing FW setup as 
part of the Implementation Services. Configuration details and the specific number of 
site-to-site or SSL VPN tunnels will be disclosed to the winning bidder during the initial 
project implementation and network integration phase 
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8.  

 

Answer: The current firewall is not in HA.  The bidder shall ensure that the licenses 
provided are fully functional within a high availability configuration consistent with 
manufacturer best practices.  

9.  

 

Answer: All the service level support requirements are in the bidding document including 
Annex A. Technical Specifications. 

10.  

 

Answer: All the services, documentation, training required are in the bidding document 
including Annex A. Technical Specifications. 
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11.  

 
 
Answer: All the requirements are contained in the bidding document including 
Annex A. Technical specifications. 
 
 
12.  

 
 
Answer:  The BAC does not issue individual assurances or clauses upon request 
of any bidder. Equal footing among participating vendors is already guaranteed 
through adherence to the governing procurement rules and the standardized 
bidding process applied uniformly to all prospective bidders. 
 
13. 
 

 
 
Answer: As required shall be in the form of a Bid Security and Bid Security 

Declaration as stated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Bid Bulletin No. 2 
Page 6 

 

14.  

 

 
Answer: Sophos XGS6500. Specific serial numbers will be provided to the winning 
bidder for license activation purposes during the project implementation. 
 
15.  
 

 
 

Answer: The requirement for experience is updated to bidders must now have a 
minimum of five (5) years of business operation instead of the original ten (10) 
years. Valid Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) for sole proprietorships, 
Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) for partnerships/corporations or 
any document showing the date of establishment is sufficient. 
 

16. Again, please take note of the following: 
 

 . There is no preference in the color of bid envelopes and the placing of tabs on each 
document for easy identification during bid evaluation is preferred. 
 

a. For the submission and receipt of bids, the SBMA is yet to establish its procedure thru 
electronic means. Accordingly, aside from physical submission, the only alternative is 
the submission thru courier. However, it shall be the responsibility of the bidders to 
ensure that their bids submitted thru courier be received by the BAC, through its 
Secretariat, on or before the deadline for the submission of bids. 
 

b. The payment of bidding documents can be done until 12NN of the day of the 
submission of bids on March 9, 2026. 
 

c. For bid bulletins, it shall be the responsibility of the bidders to secure copies thereof, 
which are posted on the PhilGEPs/SBMA websites and/or the SBMA Procurement 
Service Facebook page. 
 

C. Please be informed that physical attendance during the bid opening shall be limited to a 
maximum of two (2) authorized representatives per bidder.   
 

D. All bidders who will opt to submit their bids thru courier must ensure that the same be 
received by the BAC, through its Secretariat, on or before the deadline for the submission of 
bids. 
 

E. Meanwhile, a complete set of Bidding Documents is available and may be acquired by 
interested bidders only until 12:00 NN of March 9, 2026. 
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F. Further, please be reminded that, subject to Section 25.9 of the revised IRR of Republic Act 

No. 9184, unsealed or unmarked bid envelopes shall be rejected. 
 

G. For the guidance and information of all concerned. 
 

                       

          SGD 

                                                                                   ATTY. MARTIN KRISTOFFER F. ROMAN 
                   Chairperson 

Cc: All BAC Members 
Technical Working Group 

 Commission on Audit 
 NGO 
 


